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Weaver’s Fancy 

 

 

 

THE DESIRE TO CREATE 

   IS ONE OF THE 

DEEPEST YEARNINGS 

     OF THE HUMAN SOUL. 

                                  Dieter F. Uchtdorf 

 

 

The workshop committee is currently 

planning workshops for the upcoming 

year. We are looking into card 

weaving, spinning and weaving 

iridescence. Suggestions for spinning 

topics and instructors are needed. 

Please share your interests/preferences 

with Lise’. Two of the instructors we 

are considering are John Malarky and 

Linda Hartshorn. 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

The Gerum Cloak 

This amazing cloak is on display at 

Stockholm’s Museum of National 

Antiquities. It is the country’s oldest 

preserved garment, woven and made up over 

2,300 years ago making it 1,500 years older 

than the Bocksten man’s clothing. Just take a 

moment to let that information sink in……. 

The cloak was originally discovered by Johan 

Fredrik Klasson when he was digging for peat 

in 1920. The diameter of the cloak is 

200x248cm or 78x98 inches. The original 



yarn was white and brown but has become a 

reddish brown/black from the humus 

pigment impregnation. The yarn is probably 

spindle spun fleece blended with roedeer and 

possibly cow hair. Both warp and weft are 

single S-spun. The yarn is not dyed. The 

warp sett is around 65-74 epi, and 65 ppi. 

The weave was a 4-shaft twill in a 

houndstooth pattern woven on a horizontal 

loom with four posts secured on the ground 

with a front and back beam. It would have 

been worn in semi-circular fashion and would 

have been cut out most likely by using a 

carved-out mark on rock slabs. There have 

been at least 7 such carved-out marks found 

in Sweden dating back over 3,000 years. The 

mystery of this cloaks only deepens as there 

are indicators that the individual of this cloak 

may have been murdered…….                     

(This has been adapted from an article in the 

magazine- Vavmagasinet February 2006) 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

           

  Weaving Definitions 

Scarne- A stand or device to hold bobbins 

or quills that are used in warping a loom. 

Quills- A device upon which yarn is wound. 

Originally the name was derived from a 

goose quill (often pulled from a live bird!!!) 

But other early quills were made from sumac 

tree branches that are hollow as well as stems 

of Angelica, an herb of the carrot family. 

Later small reeds and paper also served as 

quills. 

 

 

 

 

     December General Meeting 

Our December General Meeting will be held 

at the church this year and will start at 6pm. 

If possible, we ask that everyone bring an 

appetizer to share, either savory or sweet 

instead of having a potluck. Bring your 

current show and tell also. 

In addition the Assets committee has 

organized all our extra equipment and there 

will be a sale this evening. 

The procedure will be that you may place 

your name in a cup in front of items being 

sold. (See below). Some items, like looms, 

will have a cup for each item. Others, like 

shuttles, will have one cup and we will allow 

each person to select one item when they are 

called. All items have been priced by the 

Assets Committee, so this is not an auction. 

Only one item in each category will be 

available to each member, so as many as 

possible can go home with an item. If we 

have more items after the first draw, we may 

allow for a second draw in each category. 

All bills are to be paid to the treasurer that 

evening. 

Lot 1: 4 harness Art Craft Table Looms- 2 

available at $125 each 

Lot 2: Inkle Looms 10 available at $50 each 

Lot 3: Stick Shuttles                                            

22” – 4 available at $6 each                           

10” – 5 available at $3 each                               

14” - 2 available at $4 each                              

9” - 3 available at $1 each                                

14” – LeClerc- 2 available at $5 each 

Lot 4: Hooks                                                 

Heddle hooks- 2 available at $4 each                 

Reed hooks- 1 available at $1 each 



If you cannot be present, you may add your 

name to any item you are interested in by 

calling Joan at (309) 253-6678. If there is no 

answer, please leave a message including a 

call back number. If your name is drawn, you 

may pick up and pay for your item by 

meeting Joan at the church at a time 

convenient to both of us. 

Good Luck!! 

 

 

November Birthdays 

Holly Cunningham     Nov 12 

Carol Smith                Nov 18 

 

December Birthdays 

Kate Weyeneth          Dec 30 

 

 

“And suddenly you 

just know it’s time to 

start something new 

and trust the magic 

     of beginnings. 

                           Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

  Meet Shirley Miller 

 

Shirley has been involved with the fiber arts 

since the late 1970’s. She purchased her first 

spinning wheel from Scotland, and it came as 

a kit. It was a Haldane, and she never was 

successful in spinning on it. She lived and 

worked in Texas at this time, and through a 

relationship with a weaving studio there she 

purchased a Louet spinning wheel, and she 

immediately found herself spinning. 

In the early 1980’s she learned how to weave, 

because she had more yarn than she knew 

what to do with!  

Shirley currently owns 7 spinning wheels, 

including 2 miniatures. She also has several 

looms.  

In addition to spinning and weaving, Shirley 

enjoys knitting, crochet, needlepoint and 

bobbin lace. She sews many of her own 

clothes and makes beautiful jewelry.  

Shirley’s other passion and talent is creating 

miniatures. Her favorite time period is Tudor 

England.  

She has traveled extensively over the years to 

England, Scotland, Yorkshire, Ireland, Wales 

and Greece.  

Shirley’s favorite fiber is silk, and her favorite 

color is red.  

Shirley graduated from Bradley University 

and worked for over 35 years as a 

Mechanical Engineer. She is an excellent 

cook, friend and mentor, and we are so 

fortunate to have her in our guild. 

 

 



Gravel Dip 

16oz can Rotel tomatoes with chilis 

drained 

10oz green olives chopped 

10oz black olives chopped 

1 medium onion chopped 

1 green pepper chopped 

1 small can mild chilis drained 

3 Tablespoons olive oil 

1 ½ tsp chili powder 

1 ½ tsp lemon pepper seasoning 

1 tsp garlic powder 

 

I chop the olives, onion and green 

pepper in a food processor 1 item at 

a time. 

Then mix all the ingredients in a bowl 

and let it sit overnight in the 

refrigerator to help the flavors to 

develop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ranch Party Mix 

 

1 bottle Orville Redenbacher 

popcorn oil 

1 box mini cheese Ritz bits 

1 box Cheez-Its (I use white cheddar) 

1 package Goldfish crackers 

1 box Mini Club crackers 

2 packages Bugles 

1 box Wheat Thins 

1 bag waffle pretzel squares 

1 Lb. mixed nuts 

5 Tablespoons dry Ranch dressing 

mix (I buy the large container of 

Ranch dressing mix instead of the 

packets) 

 

Mix oil and ranch dressing mix; set 

aside. Mix all the rest of the 

ingredients in a very large bowl. 

Pour oil mixture over the cracker 

mixture and mix thoroughly. I 

continue to toss mix about every 15 

minutes until the oil has been 

absorbed into the crackers. Store in 

airtight containers. 

• You can place this mixture in 

Ziploc bags(freezer) and freeze 

indefinitely.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


