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From the Editor 

It is feeling more like fall every day.  A bit cooler, a few brown leaves here and there, and kids heading 

back to school. As it gets a bit cooler, I am looking forward to soups and stews, warm socks and fires in 

the fireplace.   I have been looking at some of my handspun wools and am anxious to see them woven 

into fabric.  What fall projects are you planning this year? 

Diane invited all of us to participate in the annual Fall Festival at Picket Fence in Chillicothe.  Please note 

that the date has changed, and it will be September 26 and 27.  You are welcome to come and 

demonstrate as well as sell your products.  Call Diane for more information.  Also that weekend, 

Heirloom Folk Art School will be offering short classes with a Christmas theme as well as vendors and 

entertainment by Mike Anderson as Hugo Kringle.  See  Heirloomfas.com for details and registration. 

 

September Program 

The August program was such a success that we have agreed to repeat it next year!  From travel and home 

stories to purchased and handspun yarn, shuttles, baskets, jewelry, scarves, sweaters, table runners, 

samplers, family heirlooms, books, food – we had it all!  Thanks for sharing your wealth.  This year’s 

lineup of programs promises to be interesting and entertaining.   

The September Program will be a presentation on rug hooking by Genevia Wallace, from Chillicothe.  

Genevia has been hooking rugs for many years, and teaches on a regular basis.  Her beautiful rugs and 

hangings have won many awards.  She meets monthly with a group at the Chillicothe Public Library. 

We are planning to eat at Bernardi’s, in Lake of the Woods shopping center, before the meeting.  If you 

are interested in meeting Genevia at dinner, let Diane know so she can reserve an appropriate number of 

tables.  We will plan to be there between 5:30 and 5:45. 

And now for the rest of the story (from the Program Committee)… 

October – Our meeting is to be held at Criative Threads, the new yarn store in Chillicothe, at 611 Fourth 

Street, in the old Hoppler’s Jewelry building.  Shari Pritchard, the owner, will share with us.  Fourth 

Street is Route 29 as it passes through town and if you are driving North, the shop will be on your left. 

November – Weaving in Peru – Joe VanWassenhove 

December – Potluck and Silent Auction at Mary Didesch’s home 



January – video TBA 

February – video TBA 

March – Birds of Cuba – Joe Van Wassenhove 

April – Identifying Fiber content and the McMorran Yarn Balance – Jennie Hawkey 

May  - Basics of Dyeing – Mary Didesch 

June – Potluck at Diane Denekas’s home 

July - TBA 

August – What I Did This Summer (by all members)  

 

 

Study Group News 

 

Not Just Knitting – We will plan to meet at St. Francis Church on September 8, 7 PM.  Bring your 

newest project or come to talk.  Note – Please RSVP to Joan at 253-6678 or jquigg53@gmail.com to let 

me know if you are coming. 

Structure Study – This group has changed their meeting time to early morning, for the convenience of 

those working.  We will meet August 24 and September 28 at 7:30 at the Panera on Knoxville.  The 

August meeting will be to discuss finger manipulated weaves, and at the September one we will share 

samples and projects with these weaves.  Upcoming topics are: Oct/ Nov/ Dec – Rep Weave, Jan/ Feb – 

Waffle Weave, Mar/Apr – Lace Weave, May/ June – Honeycomb.   Other weaves to be scheduled later 

include Double Weave, M’s and O’s, Overshot, Summer and Winter, Shadow weave, M’s and W’s, 

Turned Warps, and Boundweave.  Generally we will talk about the weave the first month and share 

samples (not an exchange) the second.  It’s not too late to join us! 

Baskets – Joe will not be able to host in September, but may be able to be here for October.  More 

information as it becomes available.   

Lacemakers – It has been reported that the lacemakers are still getting together, but that there is not a lot 

of lace being made.  Interested?  Call Shirley M. or Cheryl S. 

 

IGNITE 

It was too late to cancel our booth at IGNITE.  Thanks to Jennie, Joan, Melissa, Kate, and Marti, and 

especially to Jennie’s sister and her boys who came to help man the booth.  According to the Journal Star, 

there were over 7,000 participants this year, many of whom stopped by to try weaving.  We had tiny 

youngsters as well as expert weavers from the Phillipines who stopped at our booth.  And, Jeanie K. got a 
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picture for Star Wars fans – Chewbacca learning to weave!  There were not only artist booths, but a 

fashion photography extravaganza, a classic car show, a Maker Faire which highlighted technology and 

invention, live performances, and food and entertainment from all over the world.  It was a wonderful 

day!  The next IGNITE is being planned for August 13, 2016. 

 

Workshop News 

Lise’ will contact both Robyn Spady and Tom Knisely to find out their availability and current topics.  

Robyn will be teaching in St. Louis, so there is a possibility we could share expenses with them.  The 

Mannings is closing at the end of the year, so we are not sure what Tom’s plans are after that.  Jennie has 

once again offered her cabin for housing.  More information will be coming… 

 

 

Upcoming Guild Events – Mark Your Calendar! 

August 29 -  Kids Weaving Class at St. Francis Church.  The committee has planned a fun 

day.  Please think about coming out to help!  Call Jennie H. to volunteer. 

September 1- Regular meeting, 7 PM, St. Francis Church.  Program: Geneva Wallace on Rug 

Hooking. 

September 8 -  Not Just Knitting, 7 PM, St. Francis Church  Please RSVP to Joan at 253-6678 

or jquigg53@gmail.com to let me know if you are coming. 

September 24 -  Structure Study group, 7:30 AM, Panera on Knoxville.  Finger Manipulated 

Weaves 

September 26 -  Christmas in September at Shore Acres Park Pavilion.  Classes, Vendors, and 

music by Hugo Kringle, portrayed by Mike Anderson.  Presented by Heirloom 

Folk Art School.  Call Joan Q or Jennie H. for more info. 

September 26, 27 -  Fall Festival at Picket Fence in Chillicothe.  Come to demo and sell your 

products.  Call Diane D. if interested 

 

Northmoor observatory is open for star viewing on clear Saturday nights May through October.  Starts 

about 7:30 to 8, depending on sunset and goes till everyone leaves.  Rich 

suggests that a clear night during the first quarter of the moon allows for the best 

views.  Contact Rich T. 

Tentative October 17 or 24 – Riverfront Museum demo  

 

Tentative Road trip to Amana Colonies in Iowa TBA 
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Tentative Spring Road Trip to the Yarn Barn of Kansas TBA 

Tentative Summer Road Trip to Chicago to see Chinese Exhibit TBA 

Demo at Dunlap Public Library – Spring 2016 

 

September Birthdays 

September 4 – Marti Deighan 

September 22 – Janet Giugler 

 

Meeting Place update 

After many months of searching, St. Francis Church is indeed moving to a new home.  Stay tuned for 

more details! 

 

Bring Your Weaving Questions! 

Each month, a sheet will be circulated on which you may ask questions to be answered at the next 

month’s meeting.  This gives those who are answering time to do a bit of research.  I will also include the 

answers in the next month’s newsletter, in case you miss the meeting.  Come learn the answers to these 

questions, and come prepared to ask questions of your own!  

Margo was not able to be at the August Meeting, but she had a question:  What are reasons for beating on 

a closed vs. and open shed?  Is one better than the other?  Come find out! 

 

Spotlight On… 

In the distant past, we had a spot in each newsletter highlighting one weaver from the group.  It has been 

suggested that we return to this idea, and with new members, it is a great suggestion.  Therefore, be 

prepared to receive a phone call at some point.  Things inquiring weavers would like to know include:  

How long have you been weaving?  What looms and equipment do you own?  What are your favorite 

weaves, or those you are dying to learn?  Tell us something interesting about your family, where you have 

lived, a funny story, or just a bit of info that makes you who you are.  We will start next month, and I will 

be calling on the newer members first, so be prepared! 

 

 

Weaving Fun 



The University of Arizona online archives has many old weaving resources.  Among them are issues of 

Mary Atwater’s Shuttle-Craft Bulletin.  The January, 1932 issue focuses, in part, on weaving coverlets.  

She encourages January as a good time to begin a coverlet, due to the fact that Christmas is over, and it is 

a long time until spring.  She sees the coverlet as the “traditional “magnum opus”  of the handweaver – 

the big adventure.” She says even beginners can do this, as long as it is carefully planned and worked.  

One of the paragraphs I read in amazement said : 

“It takes from 40 to 48 hours of work to make the traditional “overshot” coverlet, using a fine cotton warp 

and tabby and Shetland or Homespun yarn for the pattern.  This time includes warping, threading, 

weaving, matching and sewing the seams.  A coverlet made of coarse materials – the type of coverlet 

known to ancient weavers as a “hap-varlet” or  “hap-harlot” – takes less time, while a “Summer and 

Winger” coverlet in fine materials takes somewhat longer.  Also, a coverlet woven on a narrow loom, in 

three or four strips, takes longer, of course; and if one were to weave several coverlets on the same 

threading the time per coverlet would be a good deal less.”   

She goes on to talk about materials and planning, choosing a pattern, and weaving the coverlet.  I don’t 

know about you, but I can’t imagine finishing a coverlet in 4 months, let alone 48 hours!  Maybe this is 

due to her living in a small place in Montana without as many interruptions as we have now. 

In this issue, Mrs. Atwater also describes the Guild Travelling Exhibit, which was sent to various groups 

around the country.  They were able to keep it for a week, although they were encouraged to send it on 

within three days if possible.  She talks about her upcoming “Recipe Book”, and the projects which will 

be in it.  Guild memberships were discussed, and full membership was open only to those who had 

completed her course of weaving.  Associate membership was offered for those who learned to weave 

from her book.  There is also information about yarn bargains available at the time, and a coverlet pattern 

woven without tabby, in what she calls “Italian Fashion”. 

 

 

See you at the meeting! 

Joan 


