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From the Editor 

What a great workshop weekend!  The room was perfect, Robyn was interesting and fun, we had a great 

turnout, and the evenings were a time to get to know our fellow weavers better.  Lise’ and her committee 

did a wonderful job of planning.  And, we gained and got to know some new members- Ruthie 

Anderson and Dianna Smith!  If you finished your sampler, please bring it to the May meeting to share. 

At home, my explorations in silk are continuing.  Having finished the undulating twills in order to be 

able to thread for the workshop, I am now looking at 20/2 silk in two shades of orange, an olive green, 

and a medium brown.  I have been wanting to play with some of Russell Groff’s drafts, so I put one of 

his 8 shaft threadings on the weaving software and played with it.  I now have the tweaked draft with 

two treadlings to try.  Stay tuned! 

 

May Program  

The May program will be Twills, and it will be a group effort.  Joan will give some background 

information on different types of twills, but the major part of the program will be sharing twills you have 

woven.  Whether it is a portion of your first sampler, a basket, or a 12 harness twill coverlet, please 

bring items to share with the group.  Mistakes are welcome, because we can learn from what you did 

wrong!  Or, if you have a twill project in mind and want group opinions, bring your “tell” and we’ll all 

help.   

 

Election   

May is the month when we elect officers.  This year, we only need to elect the President-Elect.  Mary 

Didesch has been nominated by the nominations committee.  Be sure to come to the meeting to cast your 

vote!  The officers who will be staying on are: 

President: Diane Denekas (moving up from president-elect to serve as president until 5/2017) 

President-elect: (to be elected at May meeting, serving till 5/2017 and then as president till       

                           5/2019) 

Treasurer: Cheryl Suckow (to serve until 5/2016) 

Secretary:  Melissa Weyeneth (to serve until 5/2016) 

Newsletter:  Joan Quigg (to serve until 5/2016) 



Study Group News 

Not Just Knitting – I think everyone must have been exhausted from the workshop.  No one came to 

knit this month. 

Certification – This group met for the second time, but many who showed interest were not able to be 

there.  Jennie, Melissa, and Joan did work on some ideas for how the group might be structured.  Several 

people are not really interested in certification, but do want to weave samples.  At the next meeting, we 

will try to identify what each person wants to do, and revise the list of structures that we would like to 

weave.  (We currently have more than enough for a year’s study, so this might be ongoing.  If those who 

wish to certify need the structures to be in a certain order, we can rearrange or fine tune the list we 

made.)  We tentatively plan to study a structure for two months, with the first month being about the 

structure and the second a show and tell of samples/ projects and sharing what went well and what we 

might do differently.  At the May meeting we will also discuss warping methods – especially putting on 

a warp that is long enough for several samples and then rethreading as needed.  This might be a place 

where some would like to check out a Guild loom for a couple of months, so they can use their own 

loom for other projects. 

Baskets – At the last meeting, only Joan and Joe were present.  In the future, we will need to decide on a 

new location, since Joe will be leaving us at some point, and whether we are ready to pick a group 

basket project or continue work on individual projects. 

 

Bring Your Weaving Questions! 

Each month, a sheet will be circulated on which you may ask questions to be answered at the next 

month’s meeting.    This gives those who are answering time to do a bit of research.  I will also include 

the answers in the next month’s newsletter, in case you miss the meeting.  Come learn the answers to 

these questions, and come prepared to ask questions of your own! 

At the April meeting, no one had questions, so I get to pick what to share with you!  Tune in next month 

for whatever I decided was interesting!  

Answers to last month’s questions: 

1. Has anyone used an old Jane Louet loom – 8H – and how does it fold?  Janet G. 

I (Joan) did weave on an old Jane at MAFA several years ago.  It folded much like the 

Ashford table looms.  The beater swings back into the frame, and then the castle folds 

down into the base of the loom.  I believe there was a knob or pin that held it in place 

folded.  (At the meeting it was revealed that the loom in question was not a Jane.) 

 

2. How does Just Our Yarns design scarves using the Bateman books? 

In designing a scarf from, for instance, Davison, it is a simple project.  You decide on the 

approximate width of your scarf and sett, find a picture you like, figure how many repeats 



will give you the width you want, and fine tune it until you have the information you 

need.  While this is true for the Bateman books as well, they are not as straight forward.  

Bateman was a mathematician, and was interested in exploring all the threading systems 

possible on an 8 shaft loom.  Therefore, he has come up with his own threading systems 

and used profile drafting extensively. He found that often different threadings will 

produce the same fabric when woven. You need to read the book – or at least the chapter, 

to see how to thread the photographs.  These books would make great study groups in the 

future!  (And, as a side note – One of the gals from Just our Yarns told me that they do a 

week each year at The Mannings, in Pennsylvania.  (I bought my first “real” loom there 

in 1975!)   They pick what they want to weave, send it to Tom Knisely, and when they 

arrive the looms are threaded, ready to weave.  They just spend the week weaving what 

was already figured out for them.  So HE is the one who actually does all the figuring!) 

 

Upcoming Guild Events – Mark Your Calendar! 

May 5, 7PM –  Regular May meeting at St. Francis Anglican Church 

May 12, 7 PM –  Not Just Knitting group and third meeting of Certification/ Sample                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Study Group at St. Francis Anglican Church, contact Joan Q. for knitting and 

Jennie H. for certification. 

May 26, 6:30 PM -  Basket group?  Place? 

June 17 – 21  Midwest Weavers Conference, St. Paul, Minnesota 

July 27 -    Tazewell County 4-H Fair demo, contact Jennie H. 

August 8 -  IGNITE Peoria 2015 to be followed by Guild sponsored Kids Weaving Class. 

Contact Jennie H. 

Northmoor observatory is open for star viewing on clear Saturday nights May through October.  Starts 

about 7:30 to 8, depending on sunset and goes till everyone leaves.  Rich suggests 

that a clear night during the first quarter of the moon allows for the best views.  

Contact Rich T. 

Tentative October 17 or 24 – Riverfront Museum demo (September mtg. will probably not be at  

                                                the museum because they would charge us admission.)  

                                                                    

Tentative Fall Road Trip to the Yard Barn of Kansas TBA 

Tentative Summer Road Trip to Chicago to see Chinese Exhibit TBA 

Italy 2016 – contact Mary Didesch or Diane Denekas 



Demo at Dunlap Public Library – Spring 2016 

 

May Birthdays 

May 5 - Margo Tennis  

May 7 – Diane Denekas 

 

Show and Tell 

It has been suggested that we put our Show and Tell items out on a display table before the meeting, to 

give members more time to see them.  Also, if someone needs to leave early, they can see the items 

before they have to leave.  We’ll try this at the May meeting. 

 

New Library Items 

Our new member, Ruthie Anderson, brought us copies of two Bateman books for the library.  The 

Cincinnati Guild has a sale of books that have been donated but which are not needed for their library.  

She gave us Bateman Blend Weaves and Multiple Tabby Weaves.  Thanks, Ruthie! 

 

Tatting Class 

Jennie Hawkey is offering a tatting class in May, taught at her cottage by our new member, Dianna 

Smith.   I am planning to be there, to brush up on my skills.  The class is Saturday, May 16, 9:00 AM to 

3:00 PM.  Cost is $35, which includes all materials.  There is a discount for Guild members. Contact 

Jennie for more details. 

 

Meeting Place update 

St. Francis Church is planning to move to a temporary location for services by June 30th.  The 

congregation will get a chance to see the proposed space May 3.  However, we will be renting an office/ 

meeting room space as well, possibly in the current plaza.  That space would have adequate room for our 

meeting and probably some storage.  The Guild has been a part of the discussion, and the church would 

like to continue to offer meeting/ storage space if at all possible.  Next month’s newsletter should have 

more information.  Our June meeting is the potluck, usually held in a Guild member’s home, so by the 

time we have our next regular meeting, things should be settled.  We’ll keep everyone posted. 

 



 

 

 

 

Weaving-related Fun on the computer 

Janet Echelman is a fiber artist working on huge scale urban installations.  She did a TED talk which 

outlined her beginnings as an artist and shows some of the pieces she has done.  Find it here.  If you 

enjoy this link, search her name on youtube, and you will find more videos of her work. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10dkp-N0iwU 

 

 

Robyn Spady’s blog is  found at http://www.spadystudios.wordpress.com 

Robyn has lots of great information – old weaving drafts, book reviews, color information, stripe 

generators, organizing your studio – and that is just the tip of the iceberg! 

 

 

That’s it for this month!  Hope you found something inspiring and that it sends you to the loom! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10dkp-N0iwU
http://www.spadystudios.wordpress.com/

