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From the Editor 

It is almost workshop time, and I am excited!  Is your loom warped and ready, or are you trying 

to squeeze just one more project in before tackling the drafts?  Are you staying at the hotel (and 

taking advantage of the pool) or driving in from home?  Is the workshop not in your plans, but 

you would still like to be a part of things? 

Lise’ and her committee have planned a way that we can all meet Robyn and participate, even  

those who cannot manage the whole three days.  Robyn is arriving on Friday, and we are taking 

her to Alexander’s Steak House for dinner, enjoying the food, fun and ambiance of the old 

building.  On Saturday, after spending the day weaving, we will go to Paparazzi in Peoria 

Heights.  (This is without a doubt my favorite restaurant in the area!)  Sunday, after the event is 

done, we will gather at Lise’s for a simple meal and time to relax.  This may include some 

discussion of weaving certification, since Robyn is certified through Handweaver’s Guild of 

America.  On Monday, there will be a group traveling to the Quad cities to get her to her plane, 

with stops at some of Diane’s favorite places for pizza and ice cream.  All are invited to these 

events, and we have traditionally included spouses who would like to join us for the evening.  

Please be ready to make your reservations at the April meeting so that we can plan accordingly.  

Meal times and car pool information will be discussed at that time.  Even if you can’t come for 

the workshop, come and share the fun. 

 

April Program 

This month’s program will be the second part of Anita Luvera Mayer’s tape on designing and 

embellishing handwovens.   

 

Bring Your Weaving Questions! 

Each month, a sheet will be circulated on which you may ask questions to be answered at the 

next month’s meeting.    This gives those who are answering time to do a bit of research.  I will 

also include the answers in the next month’s newsletter, in case you miss the meeting.  Come 

learn the answers to these questions, and come prepared to ask questions of your own! 

At and after the March meeting, two questions were asked:  



 Has anyone used an old Jane Louet loom – 8H – and how does it fold?  Janet G. 

 How does Just Our Yarns design scarves using the Bateman books? 

Answers to last month’s questions: 

1. I started out as a knitter, so I don’t know how to tell about weights for yarns – e.g. 5/2 or 

8/2 – how do they compare to lace weight or fingering weight knitting yarns?  Marti D. 

 

The safest way to do substitutions is by wraps per inch (WPI) wrapping the yarns by hand 

around a ruler.  Make sure that you are the one wrapping both yarns.  Generally, all 

knitting yarns except lace weight are much thicker than most weaving yarns.  Since they 

are designed for knitting, they have more stretch in most cases, which will affect how 

they perform with yarns with little stretch, especially in the warp tension.  These yarns 

will often work well as weft.  Lace weight yarns differ, but they will compare somewhat 

with an 8/2 cotton, 20/2 linen, 12/2 silk, or 12/2 wool.  (I handed out charts at the 

meeting, which may be found at the end of this newsletter.) 

 

2. Jason Collingwood recommended using a warp faced weave for a stair runner.  What 

weaves would be appropriate? Lise’ M. 

 

At the last meeting we gave Lise’ bad information, since the weaves we talked about 

were weft faced, not warp faced.  In Peter Collingwood’s book, The Techniques of Rug 

Weaving, Chapter 11 is devoted to warp faced weaves.  He mentions rep weave and warp 

twining.  There is a section about card woven rugs, which would be warp faced.  He also 

states that block weave drafts can be turned to make them usable for warp faced rugs.  I 

did not have time to look at how this is done, but it might make a Saturday workshop 

topic! 

 

3. Can any draft be converted to a double weave so it can be woven wider than the loom?  

Mary D. 

 

Theoretically, yes, you could, but it might take many shafts and treadles to make it work, 

and anything with a pattern thread and a tabby thread would be more difficult.  Twill 

patterns can be done as double weave on multishaft looms.  A four harness loom can only 

make two plain weave layers.  An 8 harness could do two layers of four shaft twill or 

two, three, or four layers of plain weave.  The number of possibilities continues to 

multiply as you add harnesses.  There are ways to take an overshot pattern and convert it 

to diversified plain weave, which would give you the overshot pattern without the floats.  

This might be an option for translating the fabric to double weave on a four harness loom.  

A block pattern such as Summer and Winter, which has two tie down threads, might be 

able to be done as two layers, each using four shafts on an 8 harness.  (You would have 1 



and 2 as ties for the first layer, 5 and 6 as ties in the second layer.)   As you increase the 

number of shafts, other possibilities would become available.   

 

In figuring out the treadling for a four harness plain weave,(on a jack loom), the first 

treadle would lift the set of threads for the first pick of one shed of the tabby on the lower 

layer plus all the threads for the top layer.  The second treadle would lift the first set of 

threads for the top layer plus all threads of the bottom layer.  The third treadle would lift 

the opposite set of threads for the bottom layer as the first treadle did, plus all threads for 

the top layer.  The fourth treadle would lift the opposite set of threads for the top layer as 

the second treadle did, plus all threads for the bottom layer.  As the pattern increases in 

complexity, so does the treadling.  Unless weaving on a table loom or dobby, you might 

not have enough treadles to make it practical. Double weave is possible on a rigid heddle 

loom as well, but very complex patterns would need to be done with pick up sticks. 

 

Workshop Reminder 

It is almost time for the Robyn Spady workshop, Extreme Warp Makeover!  The workshop will 

be held at the AmericInn on North Knoxville, April 10th, 11th, and 12th.  Cost is $150 for Guild 

members, $175 for non-members, which includes a 1 year membership to the Guild.  There is 

also a $15 materials fee to be paid at the workshop.  A block of rooms has been reserved for 

those interested in staying on site.   

Upcoming Guild Events – Mark Your Calendar! 

April 7, 7PM –  Regular April meeting at St. Francis Anglican Church 

April 10 – 12  Robyn Spady Workshop, AmericInn, 9106 N. Lindbergh Drive, Peoria IL 

61615.  Starts at 9 am both Saturday and Sunday. Contact Lise’ 

Mundwiller 

April 14, 7 PM –  Not Just Knitting group and possibly second meeting of Certification                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Study Group at St. Francis Anglican Church, contact Joan Q. for knitting 

and Jennie H. for certification. 

April 28, 6:30 PM -  Basket group at Joe VanWassenhove’s home, contact Joe V. 

June 17 – 21  Midwest Weavers Conference, St. Paul, Minnesota 

July 27 -    Tazewell County 4-H Fair demo, contact Jennie H. 

August 8 -  IGNITE Peoria 2015 to be followed by Guild sponsored Kids Weaving 

Class. Contact Jennie H. 



Northmoor observatory is open for star viewing on clear Saturday nights May through October.  

Starts about 7:30 to 8, depending on sunset and goes till everyone leaves.  

Rich suggests that a clear night during the first quarter of the moon allows 

for the best views.  Contact Rich T. 

Tentative October 17 or 24 – Riverfront Museum demo (September mtg. possibly at the               

                                                museum.)  

                                                                    

Tentative Fall Road Trip to the Yard Barn of Kansas TBA 

Tentative Road Trip to Chicago to see Chinese Exhibit TBA 

Italy 2016 – contact Mary Didesch or Diane Denekas 

Demo at Dunlap Public Library – Spring 2016 

 

April Birthdays 

April 23 – Joan Quigg 

 

Weaving-related  

Our newest member, Ruthie Anderson, is part of the Weaver’s Guild of Greater Cincinnati.  I 

spent some time looking at their website, and thought you might enjoy it.  They are one of those 

lucky guilds who own their own weaving house! 

http://www.weaversguildcincinnati.org/ 

 

See below for handouts from the March Meeting.  Happy Weaving!! 

  

http://www.weaversguildcincinnati.org/


 



 



 


