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June Potluck 
 

 The Guild Annual June Potluck will be 
held Tuesday, June 5 at 6:30 PM at the 
home of Diane Denekas; 112 White Clover 
Drive in Chillicothe.   Please note the earlier 
starting time.   Meat and drinks will be 
provided. 

Don’t forget……. 
 

Annual dues of $20.00 are payable in June. 
Treasurer Cheryl Suckow will be passing 

the books to new Treasurer, Jennie 
Hawkey so it would help them if everyone 
paid their dues as soon as possible.   The 
Audit Committee plans to meet in June.   

 
ALSO…….. 

Remember to bring your items for the 
Silent Auction to support the American 

Coverlet Museum in Bedford, PA.    
 
 

Thanks to the Lace Study Group for the 
May Program 

 

 The May program was provided by 
members of the Lace Study Group headed 
by Jennie Hawkey and Joan Quigg.  
Members were able to examine samples of 
different lace weaves as well as practice 
weaving lace on Joan’s table loom.  
 

 

   
 

Joan & Jennie with woven Study Group 
samples. 

 

    
 
Janet Guigler demonstrating Leno Weaving 

on her Inkle loom. 
 
 

Guild Contact Information 
President: Shirley Miller 309-822-8206 

Web Master: Jennie Hawkey HGP@mchsi.com 
http://peoriaweavers.wordpress.com 

Newsletter: Margo Tennis 309-467-3597 
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      Birthdays to Celebrate in June 
 June 20:  Judy Kimbro 
 June 28:  Pam Ritch 
 June 28:  Cheryl Suckow 
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Dates to Remember 
 

June 20-24:  Diane Denekas and Lise’ 

Mundwiller are leading a road trip to the 
Coverlet Museum and The Mannings in 

Pennsylvania from June 20-24.  Contact 
Diane and Lise’ for more information. 

 
August 4: International Weaving Day: 

Japan, will be at the Studio of Jennie 
Hawkey. Rain date will be August 11.  

Chairperson: Joe Van Wassenhove 
 

September 15:  Weaving demonstrations 

at St. Joseph’s Home in Lacon IL.  
Chairperson: Joan Quiqq  

 
Basket Weaving Group: 

June 8-9:  Marlys Sowers workshop in 
Iowa City 

July 20-21:  Nantucket Basket Weekend 
in Carlock, IL 

September 7-9: Camp Tuck in 
Bloomington, IL 

 
 

 

How to Look at an Old Loom 
Thoughts gleaned & paraphrased from the 

writings of Bill Koepp. 

 
Bill Koepp is a California weaver and 

frequent contributor to many on-line 
discussion groups.  He is well respected 

for his knowledge about the technical 
aspects of weaving.   These thoughts 

were shared on “Rug Talk”, “Weave 

Tech” & in the Spring/Summer 2012 
edition of Janet Meaney’s “The Weavers 

Friend”. 
 

 Control your breath rate: this isn’t 
the last loom in the state. 

 Sight down the breast beam and 
the back beam to see if they are 

straight.  A loom that’s been 
exposed to humidity or weather 

may have warped or split beams. 
 Look for missing parts like treadles 

or pawls. 
 Look for old mounting holes as 

some parts may have been 

removed and lost. 
 Give the loom a push on one 

corner.   Does it rock?  A Sturdy 
frame is important. 

 Check the bolt holes by removing a 
couple of bolts to see if the hole is 

oval or oblong.  The holes should 
be nice and round or they will need 

to be repaired by a qualified 
woodworker. 

 Check the ratchets for missing, 
cracked or chipped teeth.  Is the 

ratchet solidly mounted?  Lock the 
brake and try to turn the warp 

beam.   
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 Canvas aprons as well as heddles     
and reeds are easily replaced. 

 The finish can be repaired if the 
wood is good.  Don’t shop for 

furniture when you are looking for 
a loom.  Remember a loom is a 

wooden machine. 

 However, while a poor finish is not 
an issue with actual weaving, it can 

be a bargaining point when 
discussing a price for the loom. 

 The type of wood is not important  
as long as it is in good condition.        

A pine loom of good design will 
weave better than a poorly build 

loom made of a prettier wood. 
 Remember to ask about any 

manuals, spare parts, bench, 
shuttles, tension box, weavers’ 

notes, etc. 
 Look carefully for an old decal or 

maker’s name somewhere on the 

frame or the beater.  This can be a 
valuable source of information. 

 Any disassembled loom or loom in 
a box is risky.  You cannot 

determine if parts are missing so 
the price should be much lower 

than for an assembled loom.   
 Pay no attention to the terms 

“rare” or “antique”.  When 
shopping, counter these terms with 

the terms “outmoded” and “out of 
production”. What may really be 

rare are replacement parts and 
information helpful to the assembly 

and actual use of the loom. 

 

 
 

 If you purchase an assembled, 
working loom, be sure to tag every 

part before disassembling.  Tag 
and bag any bolts with their 

locations on the loom.  Make 
photographs before taking it apart.   

Reassembling with parts upside or 

backwards can lead to mysterious 
problems later when the loom is 

warped, threaded and sleyed! 
 

 A hearty “Thanks” to Bill Koepp for his 
support of the weaving community. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Old Finnish Loom 
Two Shaft Counter Balance 

 

 
 


